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FOREWORD

Because young people are the future 
generation who will look after you, we 
should feel safe in our community . If we 
don’t feel safe, we’re going to be scared 
to go out. We will miss opportunities, 
and we won’t get an education because we 
won’t get to school or anythingwon’t get to school or anything. Some kids 
are too scared to come out of their doors. 
At the end of the day, young people are sat 
in their houses bored because they’re too 
scared to come out.

When we feel unsafe, we are vulnerable to
 bullying and everything. We want to feel 
comfortablecomfortable, so we can be engaged in the 
area and not be left out or isolated. We 
don’t want to feel insecure, intimidated or 
lack confidence. At some points of the year, 
people throw fireworks at people. Some 
people make you feel like they want to 
hurt you, some people can be out to get 
you and that shouldn’t happenyou and that shouldn’t happen. 

Like butterflies, we need to reach our full 
potential. We need to not be worried all the 
time. If you can’t  feel safe where you live, 
you’re never going to feel safe anywhere 
else.

At the moment, most people don’t feel safe 
in Moin Moss Side and Rusholme. While some of 
us do feel safe,  we know that most people in
the community don’t.  There are boundaries 
and we can do more to  develop our 
community and make it feel safe.

People need to be more bothered about 
safety in the area, because unless there’s 
momore awareness about  the problem, it’s not 
going to change. More people need to care 
and understand what it’s like. Adults  don’t 
see what we see, so we are hoping to show 
them in this report.
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INTRODUCTION

We are a group of young people from 
around  Manchester, who are raising  
awareness of what it’s  like to grow up 
feeling unsafe. We have been  working on 
this issue since 2012.

We are part of group of 40 young people 
ffrom some of England’s most deprived 
areas who came  together to develop a 
manifesto to make ours, and our friend’s, 
lives better, including issues of feeling 
unsafe where they live. Having identified 
feeling unsafe as a key problem, we are 
taking action to change this.

WHO ARE PEN?
PEN are a team of  young people from Manchester, Liverpool, London, Newcastle, South Tyneside, 
Gateshead and Durham  who have written and developed a manifesto and action plan against 
poverty. We speak in our own words about the issues affecting young people in our communities.  
Our manifesto has six key points: decent incomes; an equal school experience for all; affordable, 
decent homes for everyone; three affordable, healthy meals a day;  to feel and be safe  within our 
communities and at home and: to make sure all young people can access affordable transport.
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We are holding a ‘walking tour’ event where 
we  will show MPs, councillors and the Police 
Commissioner where we feel unsafe in our 
neighbourhoods and why. We have gathered 
evidence from our friends and other 
community members about ‘unsafe hot 
spots’ and will be  sharing thisspots’ and will be  sharing this. This report 
documents the evidence  we collected, 
through surveys and discussions 
among ourselves and with our friends.

We are doing this so people in power know  
what it feels like to grow up unsafe,  and 
encourage them to do something about it.



FINDINGS
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We conducted a range of techniques to 
explore if, and where, people felt unsafe 
in our community. We developed and 
distributed a survey, to gather people’s 
views, both young and old. We also 
explored our own lives and spoke to our 
friendsfriends, to gather other ideas. Finally, we 
conducted a mapping exercise where we 
looked at online maps of our area as a 
group. We discussed where we felt 
unsafe, and what made us feel unsafe in
 these areas.

These findings are presented here. Firstly,
 we offer a range of quotes and stories 
that people told us about how they feel in 
their areas and what this means for them. 
We have presented these exactly as 
people told us so that you can hear from 
them dithem directly. We also asked people, on a 
scale, how unsafe they felt in their area. 
We have presented this as a graph. 
Finally, we have provided some detail 
about overarching themes or common 
characteristics of unsafe spaces.

“Too many rubbish, make us poorly. We 
need parking tickets on cars, use the 
money to pay someone to clean up the 
area.”

“I don't believe the average adult has any 
idea what it's like to be a teenager 
although I am positive youth workers at 
Hideaway do as they understand all 
young people, like, they experience what 
they're going through. If all adults had 
the same mindsets as our youth worthe same mindsets as our youth workers, 
Moss Side would be enhanced and a 
better place to live in.”

“Well I would say the biggest problem 
facing the area is definitely the lighting as
they is not enough. Especially when 
winter hits it gets dark very early. I think 
local politicians can fix this problem by 
putting loads and loads more streetlights 
aaround Moss Side.”

“As soon as you walk in to Moss Side, it 
has an entirely different feel. It’s tension.
 It’s nervy, you have to keep looking 
around you, behind you, in case 
someone’s there.”

“As I live in Moss Side and grew up in the 
area I'm not scared of anything around 
here but I've heard stories from girls of a 
similar age saying they feel intimidated 
by some of the older men around Moss 
Side but I don't know if the men live here.”
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"When walking through Moss Side, I am 
wary about going past the Powerhouse 
and park behind [it], and walking 
through it as there is not enough 
lightning in and around the park and 
Powerhouse. Also there has been some 
rumours orumours of attacks at the park while the 
park is dark, also when walking past the 
Powerhouse there seems to be a gang of 
young people always hanging around at 
night time. When walking around Moss 
Side it feels a little bit scary and you get
 a strange feeling. There are also a lot of 
alleyways that aalleyways that are in Moss Side which is 
scary especially when it is dark ‘cause you 
don't know what is down there, when 
people go down there it looks and feels 
scary and not safe at all.”

“The biggest problem facing our area is 
child poverty and I think the local 
politicians can fix it by putting their foot 
down and bring in more money for the 
governing bodies for youth clubs etc. I 
believe everyone should have equal 
rights and opportunities but due to Morights and opportunities but due to Moss 
Side's past I think people are too quick to 
judge and stereotype which will hold 
people back which will cause less 
opportunities for young people living in 
the area. Due to this, I believe some 
young people lose belief and give up 
which may contribute to the awhich may contribute to the area being 
financially deprived.  It's all a cycle which 
will not change unless people in power 
decide to do something about it. I think 
this is what causes poverty in the area 
and it all starts with young people with 
making it a safer environment to live in 
and impand improving the economy and having 
better access to opportunities.”

“I do feel that alleyways should be gated 
so drug dealers are clear from houses 
besides people are less likely to burgle 
houses, this make the community safer 
and make the community feel safe.” “Some people won’t walk down the 

streets at night because they feel entirely 
unsafe.”



Some of the busy roads in the area. 
There are many stretches of road without 
speed bumps and cars travel very quickly 
down them. Often, they pull up on the 
curb to go in to cafes, and if you’re on the 
pavement it can be dangerous. Children 
and young people living in the 10 % and young people living in the 10 % 
most deprived areas are three times as 
likely to be pedestrian casualties as those 
living in the 10 %  least deprived areas1.

1. IPPR 2002 ‘Streets Ahead’

Some cafes and shops in the area 
where adults hang out the front of. 
These can be difficult to walk past when 
it’s dark, as you’re not sure who is there 
and it’s intimidating. Sometimes older 
men also hassle young women as they 
walk pastwalk past.

Parks and lanes where there are no 
lights or cameras. 
Millennium park and Recreation park, for 
example, have no lights or cameras. They 
are shortcuts to walk through, but after  
dark they don’t feel safe. They are often 
isolatedisolated, so if something happened, we’re
not sure anyone would come to help. We  
know of people who have been attacked 
and  hurt in these parks and they don’t 
feel safe to use all the time. Some lanes 
are also poorly lit which makes them feel 
unsafe to walk down. One of the local 
youth clubs is down one oyouth clubs is down one of these lanes 
and it doesn’t feel safe to walk to and from 
our youth groups after dark.

Some of the ATMs in Moss Side. 
There are few  ATMs in Moss Side, they 
aren’t very well lit  and some of them are 
on corners. You’re not  sure who could be 
around the corner or who  could come 
around the corner when you use them.

EXAMPLES OF PLACES IDENTIFIED
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CONCLUSIONS
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Now that you have read this report, you 
should put yourselves in our shoes, see 
our point of view; you need to 
understand where we’re coming from. 

It’s hard, we were born and raised in 
Moss Side, most of us have lived here 
our whole livesour whole lives. We all need to feel safe 
here.

We feel that people think badly of young 
people from Moss Side. When we talk to 
people from other areas, when you say 
where you’re from, they are shocked and
taken aback. They don’t expect young 
people fpeople from Moss Side to be able to talk 
to them; it intimidates them. 

Just because we’re from Moss Side, it 
doesn’t  mean we’re different. We’re all 
human beings.

We’re proud of where we’re from and 
want to make the most of it. We need 
people who have power to get involved 
and help change Moss Side for the 
better.

We think teachers, professionals, MPs, 
youth workers, council staff and 
everyone should work to bring life in to 
Moss Side. We need things to do and we 
need to feel safe.



STAND IN OUR SHOES 
AND SEE THROUGH OUR EYES, 
TAKE OUR HANDS 
AND WALK IN PRIDE



www.povertyendsnow.co.uk
@povertyends

With thanks to Selina Ali for the photography
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